by 
Julie Petchak 


Pulitzer Prize-winning historian 
and presidential biographer Doris 
Kearns Goodwin received a standing 
ovation after speaking at a dinner on 
Wednesday, Oct, 23 at Harrah's Ho- 
tel. The dinner was held to support 
the International Lincoln Center and 
its annual Frank and Virginia 
Williams Lincoln Lecture. 

Goodwin began with tales of 
her days working with President 
Lyndon Johnson, After Johnson 
asked her to work in the White 
House, Goodwin said she feared that 
Johnson would change his mind 
when he discovered the anti- 
Johnson, anti-Vietnam War piece she 
had written while in college. 

When Johnson discovered the 
writing, however, Goodwin said 
Johnson simply said to give her a 
year with him and he'd win her over. 

After leaving the presidency, 
Johnson called upon Goodwin to 
help him write his memoirs at his 
Texas ranch, He was a great story- 
teller, Goodwin said, even though 
some of the stories were not true, 
After being confronted for fabricat- 
ing a story that his grandfather 
fought at the Alamo, Goodwin said 


Happy Halloween 
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Johnson calmly replied, "Those jour- 
nalists, they're such sticklers for de- 
tail," 

Goodwin wrote about her expe- 
riences with Johnson in the book 
"Lyndon Johnson & The American 
Dream," which became a New York 
Times bestseller. 

Goodwin then discussed 
Eleanor and Franklin Roosevelt. 
Goodwin said she chose to research 
the Roosevelts partly because of her 
interest in Eleanor. She talked about 
how Eleanor worked to bring 
women into the factories during 
World War II. Eleanor also held 
weekly press conferences, Goodwin 
said, allowing only women to attend, 
which forced news outlets to hire 
women journalists. 

Goodwin was awarded a 
Pulitzer Prize in 1995 for her biogra- 
phy, "No Ordinary Time: Franklin 
and Eleanor Roosevelt,” which was 
also a New York Times bestseller. 

Then Goodwin spoke about 
Lincoln, leaving the talk about his 
Cabinet for Thursday's Frank and 
Virginia Williams Abraham Lincoln 
Lecture at LSUS. 

She said that as Lincoln 
reached the age of 32, he was suffer- 
ing from severe depression. After 
encouragement from friends, 
Lincoln rallied from the depression, 


odwin describes lives of presidents 


deciding that he needed to do some- 
thing important so that people would 
remember him when he died. 
Lincoln wanted to leave his mark on 
the world, Goodwin said. 

When Lincoln ran for president 
in the 1860 election, she said, he was 
considered the least likely of the 
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SGA Senate considers 
changing Professor of Year 


by 


Jennifer Knafla 


The Student Government Asso- 
ciation Senate is discussing putting 
limits on the number of years a pro- 
fessor can win its Professor of the 
Year Award. 

For two years the SGA has 
sponsored an award for the most 
outstanding professor on campus. 
The award is to inspire professors to 
strive to do better in their teaching 
methods. For both years Rhonda 
Failey, an instructor in the psycholo- 
gy department, has won the award. 

At the Oct. 24 SGA meeting, 
Brad Craft, chair for the academic 
affairs committee, presented a pro- 
posal that limits a professor to being 
elected only once every four years 
However, professors could always 
be included in the top 20. Craft said 
his goal with the proposed change ts 
to ensure diversity in the 
presentation of the award. 

"It looked kind of silly last year 
when Mrs. Failey won, again," said 
Rebecca Huffty, "It's going to look 
even sillier this year if she wins for 2 
third time.” 

Agreeing with Huffty, new 
Senator at Large Kevin Powell said 
that if the same professor wins for 2 
third time the students will look at 


the title as being bogus. 

To vote for the award, students 
log onto their Blackboard accounts 
and nominate their five favorite pro- 
fessors. 

After a top 20 is selected, they 
pick their number one choice. The 
problem that some students and fac- 
ulty have with the current system of 
dispensing the award is that it limits 
the recipients to those professors 
who teach a large number of 
students, particularly freshmen. 

"Freshmen aren't yet 
disillusioned about the campus," 
Craft said, "and so they vote more in 
the elections." Failey teaches mostly 
the 100-level psychology course 
which most freshmen are required to 
take. 

"The current system just isn't 
fair to the professor who may teach 
only 100 students," Huffty said. 

President Jeff Strozier agreed 
that the system needs to be made 
more equitable but said that the only 
problem he had with the proposal 
was that it would limit the students’ 
voice. 

The senators did want it to be 
known that the proposed changes 
have nothing to do with Failey. "I'm 
just trying to make sure to represent 
the students fairly," Powell said. 
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The Almagest Letters 
Policy 

The Almagest requests your reactions through Letters to the 
Editor. Letters should be typed and double spaced. Please include 
your class and major field of study. Letters should be submitted to 
the Almagest office, BH 344, by 5 p.m. on the Friday preceding 
the Thursday publication date, Obscene, libelous and anonymous 
letters may not be printed. The Almagest reserves the right to edit 
letters. 


JOIN US! 
We need reporters and 
cartoonists. 
Come by BH 344 
Call 797-5328 
Email almagest@pilot.lsus.edu 


Clarificatios 


From the editor 


@ Beware and be aware 
that propaganda is all 
around us every day. 


The United States has been ranked 17th out of 139° v8 ; 


countries surveyed for freedom of the press by 
Reporters Without Borders, according to the Associated 
Press. 

This may come as a surprise to those who believe 
that the First Amendment to the Constitution gives the 
American press unlimited freedom. 

Many people even complain that the press in this 
country has too much freedom. 

Right-wingers complain about the “liberal media.” 
Those who claim to be liberals say the media is too con- 
servative. 

The truth is skewed by the perspective one applies 
to his or her chosen reality. 

Most people want their own point of view to take 
precendence over others, This is natural. If you believe 
something to be true, it is easy to assume that all others 
have to do is hear it and they will believe. 

But those who disagree with you believe this too. 
How can you really tell what is true and what is really 
just a point of view? 

Many of the complaints we’ve heard about the Al- 
magest involve its not pushing a certain point of view. 

There are those who believe that the paper should 
focus on only the positive aspects of the university to 
help improve its image. 

The university does not actively censor the 
Almagest. The choices for the content of the paper are 
made by students. 

However, every day the editors of the paper are 
given suggestions for stories by faculty, students and ad- 
ministration. We use these leads as a basis for investiga- 
tion and try to find as many points of view as possible 
on a given issue. 

It is our job to reflect the university as it is, not as 
those interested in image would like it to be. If you dis- 
agree with the decisions we make, that is fine. It is your 
right to disagree, and if you do you should express it. 

We serve as an outlet for differing points of view in 
our letters to the editor page. 

There has been an ongoing debate in our letters 
section over the situation in Iraq and what the United 
States should do about it. 

It is interesting to see how political motivations af- 
fect what people’s stance on an issue is. Many of the 
opinions people support can be easily seen as propagan- 
da for a certain political persuasion. 

As a media outlet for college students, the 
Almagest is often targeted by propaganda. 

Especially with the upcoming election on Nov. 5, 
political organizations are-using media outlets as a way 
to reach the public 

When you vote for someone to represent you in the 
government, you are asking them to make decisions for 
you because you are too busy living your life to make 
these decisions yourself. 

Because of this, we have to be very cautious about 
political motivations behind what we are told. 

Politics is at the heart of all human interaction. 
Like religion, political persuasion can lead to the most 
heated arguments. 

To us, politics is a negotiation for power. Political 
parties join people of similar ideology in coalitions with 
the goal of seizing power and pushing their ideology on 
the masses. 

To gain power, a political coalition must persuade 
individuals to agree to give power to them by voting 
their candidates into office. 


Many people are not satisfied with the choices that 
our politica] system offers them. 

The Demiocrats claim to fight for what they call 
progressive causes, but many liberals feel betrayed by a 
patty that.is hard to distinguish from the Republicans. 
he Republicans and Democrats portray them- 
selves as the party best suited to ensure representation 
of their constiuency. 

The Democrats say that they represent the common 
man while the Republicans are the servants of big busi- 
ness interests that leech off the poor to help the rich get 
richer, 

The Republicans say that the Democrats seek a 
bigger government that would oppress the common man 
by putting him at the mercy of a system that seeks to 
undermine everything he believes in. 

But when you look at the special interests that 
finance political campaigns, you find that the same peo- 
ple are pulling the strings of both major parties. 

Every election both parties tell the public what 
they think is wrong and how these problems can be 
solved if only we allow those in power to solve them. 

But it is in the interest of both parties for these 
problems to remain, because otherwise they would have 
nothing to campaign on. So one has to ask oneself if the 
status quo is just pulling the wool over our eyes to 
maintain control. If so, what options do we have? 

Several students are working to start a local chap- 
ter of the Campus Greens, part of the so-called third 
party that supported Ralph Nader in the 2000 election. 

Liberals may be interested in joining a party that 
supports progressive environmental policies, social jus- 
tice and nonviolence. 

The Greens seek to promote a democratic society 
in which humans are in harmony with nature and each 
other. If the Greens succesfully gain power, they would 
institue sweeping reforms with the goal of creating a 
more perfect society, as they see it. 

The key is that the Greens seek a perfect society as 
they see it. For many people, this perfect society is rem- 
iniscent of the promises made by socialists. 

Many people say that these are all very nice ideas 
but when put into practical application, personal inter- 
ests cause a few people to use their positions to gain 
power over others the way the communists did in the 
U.S.S.R during the last century. 

For those on the opposite end of the spectrum, per- 
sonal selfish interests may actually be beneficial, 

Every week we get emailed editorials from the Ayn 
Rand Institute. 

For those who are unfamiliar with the philosophy 
of Objectivism developed by Rand, it can probably best 
be summarized as the belief in the absolute autonomy of 
the individual, 

One’s own pursuit of happiness is considered to be 
the most important motivation for any action. Rand her- 
self taught the benefits of selfishness. 

Politically, this ideology can be identified with 
members of the Libertarian party. The most extreme lib- 
ertarians believe government is basically a neccessary 
evil that is constantly ¢ncroaching upon the, rights of the 
individual. 

On the other hand, if the Libertarians gained con- 
trol, social programs like welfare would disappear and 
many would say the poor would be oppressed like never 
before. 

So how do you choose? 

Research the different choices and decide which 
one seems the mesh with your ideology best, keeping in 
mind that everything you read is designed to persuade 
you to succumb to another person’s ideology. 

-mm 


While editing J Willoughby’s story on Fall Fest last week, Matt deleted the word “not” from the sentence “The Student Organization Fair will be providing 
carnival games and food of its own, though these are [not] free because they are fundraisers.” Most people probably didn’t catch the mistake, but it makes the 
sentence very unclear. Matt will try to reserve confusion for his editorials from now on. Sorry J. 

Because we would like to present the most complete information possible, we have more work to do on the story about the $29,000 renovation and the el- 


evators. Look for it next week. 


We were supposed to include the Society of Reason meetings in the calendar of events, but have neglected to do so until now. 
Though it is our understanding that the faculty/student soccer game was not scored, a student came into our office today saying that they had won. 
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Letter to the editor 


How quickly we forget. rs can 


Like most people, | wish war didn't exist, but it is inevitable. 

When did people stop caring about what happens to America? We're the biggest kid on the playground, so it's 
okay for other people to try to knock us down? 

Yes, these other countries need help, but not at the cost of American lives. 

The people of Iraq are controlled by Hussein's regime. That's a fact. How can we solve that? Maybe we can 
reason with him. That's certainly not going to help those people. We can all see from past experience what a reason- 
able man he is. 

Come to think of it, those German Nazis were basically brainwashed by Hitler. Maybe we just should have 
let them keep on committing genocide. I mean, it wasn't really their fault, was it? 

People speak of the heinous acts the United States has committed on foreign soil. Nobody speaks of the acts 
that have victimized our country. You don't think foreign bombs have blown the limbs off of our citizens? The em- 
bassies, the USS Cole, etc. may not have occurred on our soil, but they were attacks on the United States, nonethe- 
less. Where is the line to cross that makes it okay to strike back? Are we waiting for another Pearl Harbor? Well, 
we got that on September 11, 2001. 

When will it be justified for Americans to protect our country? Do we really have to wait for the mushroom 
cloud blanketing the sky? 


Amie Adkins 
Junior, Psychology major 


CANCUN # ACAPULCO % JAMAICA 
BAHAMAS @ FLORIDA 


The truth is, a little of your time can make a lifetime of difference. 
Because kids with something to do are less likely to do drugs. 
You can help. For more information on drug prevention programs 
in your community, call or visit: 


1877 KIDS 313 www.youcanhelpkids.org 


EARN CASH, GO FREE 
CALL TODAY FOR 


Office of National Drug Gantrol Policy 
——s 


Thursday, November 7, 1002 


Municpal Auditorium 
CALL for tickets: 798 - 5302, UC Bookstore president: advisor: 
LSUS students $10 Robert Suttle Dr. Lisa Burke 
LSUS faculty/staff $16. 
General public $20 
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SGA cancels 
Volunteer Day 
citing lack of 
senator support 


Redefine 
Your World 


~” ae / 
* Peace Corps has an opportunity for you. 
» Oversee an international development project, teach English, 
work with youth, or prevent HIV/AIDS by joining Peace Corps. 


+ All majors are welcome. More than 60 careers in agriculture, 
business, community development, construction, education, 
environment and information technology are available. 


+ Peace Corps is a 2-year commitment with the following benefits: 
training, housing, medical & dental, monthly stipend, transportation 
to and from nation, 24 vacation days a year and graduate study. 


Apply now to be abroad next summer. Talk to recruiter today! 


Continued from pg. | 


In other business, Strozier told 
the senators that in response to the 
graduation complaints the fall com- 
mencement will still be held at the 
Expo Hall in Shreveport but 500 
chairs will be added to the audience 
seating and the school will supple- 
ment its own sound system and op- 
erators for the event. 

Rebecca Huffty, chair for the 
internal affairs committee, disband- 
ed the ad hoc committee for Volun- 
teer Day after the senators agreed to 
her motion to cancel all of SGA's 
future V-Days on the basis of not 
enough senator involvement. 

However, the SGA still plans to 
sponsor a team for the 2003 Race 
for the Cure. 

The SGA also took 
nominations for the 2002-2003 pres- 
ident pro-tempore. Nominees 
include Brad Craft, Lacy Spencer, 
Tiffany Johnson and Terrance Neal. 


www.peacecorps.gov ¢ 1-800-424-8580 


Goodwin says computers have 
improved her research methods 


Continued from pg. | 


four candidates to be elected. After 
winning the election, however, Lin- 
coln chose his three opponents to 
serve as members of his Cabinet. 

She then opened the floor for 
any questions. One of the question- 
ers read tensely from a sheet of pa- 
per asking why Lincoln freed only 
the slaves in the Southern states if 
the war was really about slavery. 

Goodwin replied that his power 
was limited to freeing the slaves for 
military reasons that did not apply to 
the Union states; however, he 
offered rewards to those states vol- 
untarily freeing their slaves. She 
added that Lincoln was initially in 
the war to preserve the Union. 

The same man attended the lec- 
ture on Thursday and asked Good- 
win additional questions. He was 
dressed in the uniform of the 
Confederate Zouave, which was a 
special forces unit. 

Goodwin came to Shreveport 
as this year’s Frank and Virginia 
Williams Lecture speaker. The pro- 
gram is sponsored by LSUS' Interna- 
tional Lincoln Center for American 
Studies. 

In her speech on Thursday, 
Goodwin described how her love for 
baseball translated into an interest in 
history. 

She then talked about Lincoln 
and how he placed his political op- 
ponents in positions of power within 
his cabinet. 

With the advice of his cabinet, 


Lincoln was able to lead the country 
through the Civil War. 

When Goodwin was finished, 
she opened the floor for questions. 

When asked how her research 
methods had changed in the past few 
years, Goodwin talked about the 
charges of plagiarism against her. 

She said that she used to write 
books in longhand and put in the 
footnotes later. 

“Sometimes I didn’t get the 
language fully quoted,” she said. 

She said that the computer 
helps her tremendously in reducing 
those types of mistakes. 

Goodwin’s visit had caused 
concern among some faculty mem- 
bers because of the allegations of 
plagiarism against her best-selling 
book “The Fitzgeralds and the 
Kennedys.” 

The Faculty Senate passed a 
resolution on Sept. 30 asking Good- 
win to address plagiarism during her 
talk. 

Several faculty members 
expressed concems that her visit 
presents a negative image to 
students in a time when the universi- 
ty is trying to crack down on plagia- 
tists. However, Goodwin was not 
bound to discuss plagiarism during 
her visit. 

Goodwin finished by saying 
that she thought Clinton’s legacy 
was permanently tarnished by Moni- 
ca Lewinsky. 


With additional reporting by 
Matt Morris 
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by 
Dominic Claiborne 


Type in the word ghosts or 
haunted on any search engine, and 
you are likely to get hundreds of 
thousands of responses. Is there such 
a thing as ghosts or haunted 
buildings? 

The answer to that question 
probably depends on who you ask. 
Let's say that ghosts or haunted 
buildings don't exist. 

If that's the case, how do you 
explain things such as doors 
slamming shut, water running, the 
sound of toilet paper being pulled 
from the roll and footsteps? Put 
yourself in one of these situations. 
How do you react? What would you 
do? Ghost stories are easy to laugh 
at until it happens to you 

A custodian in the University 
Center, who wishes to remain name- 
less has experienced these encoun- 
ters up Close and personal. He has 
been employed with LSUS for 11 
years. "These things don't surprise 
me anymore,” he said, 

Here is one of his encounters. | 
like to call this one "Shaken, but not 
Stirred." 

One morning at work, our cus- 
todian wasn't feeling well, so he de- 
cided to rest for a moment. He went 
to the ballroom in the University 
Center to sit down. 

There were tables in the 
ballroom from an previous engage- 
ment. He heard something move. 


He didn't pay it any attention at 


first because it is possible the noise 
could have come from the hallway. 


Hes. 


Matt, Allison and Jenny decided to take a trip to a haunted h 


this photo was taken during Fall Fest last week. Fine, you caught us. 


The noise he heard wasn't com- 
ing from the hallway. As he was 
about to return to work, he was 
stopped DEAD in his tracks. 

No our custodian wasn't killed 
by some ghoulish being or abducted 
by aliens. 


The noise he heard was the | 


table in the ballroom. It began to 
rock violently back and forth, as if it 
were possessed by some evil spirit. 
For those of you who don't be- 
lieve in ghosts, you may say it was 
someone in the room with him jok- 
ing around, but you see that is what's 
sO strange about this. He was in the 


+ RAEI F HERS. 
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ouse Scooby-style this Halloween. Actuaily, 


ballroom by himself — or so he 
thought. 

This wasn't our custodian’s 
only encounter. He has been in the 
restroom and had some strange ex- 
periences. 

If you will, try to imagine your- 
self in his shoes for a moment. He 


was all alone in the restroom. Not a 
soul in site. It was early in the morn- 
ing when he arrived on campus for 
work. 

As he entered the restroom he 
noticed nothing out of the ordinary. 
He proceeded to use the restroom 
and leave. That is when things took a 
turn for the worse. Toilets began to 
flush, one after another. Water in the 
sink started to run as if there were 
people washing their hands. 

And to top it all off, stall doors 
began to slam so hard it sounded like 
he was in the middle of a 
thunderstorm. Imagine what he felt 
like at that very moment, not know- 
ing what would happen next. Lucki- 
ly, he made it out in one piece. 

One day, our custodian and a 
co-worker were downstairs in the 
University Center near the staircase. 
He and his co-worker began to hear 
footsteps. 

But here is what's so unusual 
about it: There wasn't anyone going 
up and down the stairs. 

They distinctively heard foot- 
steps, but they saw no one. These 
events have been experienced by not 
only our custodian but his co-work- 
ers as weil, He should be applauded 
for having the courage to speak out 
dbout this. 

So the next time you're in the 
University Center; and you hear a 
strange noise or you feel as if some- 
one or something is there, there's a 
good chance that something really is 
there. 

And those strange noises? Don't 
be so quick to laugh it off because 
the next strange noise you hear or 
strange feeling you get in the 
University Center may be something 
tapping you on the shoulder. 


Campus hauntings give students a reason to be thankful for young school 


by 
Jennifer Knafla 


With no rumors of hauntings to 
scare the incoming freshmen with, 
LSUS seems like a pretty boring 
campus. 

Housing some of the most his- 
torical events of the plantation and 
Civil War era, one would think that 
the school would at least have one or 
two stories of the ghost kind to 
share. 

Nevertheless, while LSUS ma 
be immune to the hauntings of head- 
less horsemen or crazed mental pa- 
tients, other universities in the state 
are perhaps not so lucky. 

Campuses in Ruston, Lafayette 
and Natchitoches are all listed under 
the Haunted Places in Louisiana 
website as cites of hauntings. 

In Ruston, Louisiana Tech Uni- 
versity is 


| 
said to have a ghost in its Howard 
Auditorium, . 

The seats in the auditorium a 
spring-loaded and pop back so that | 
when a person gets up the seat 
retums to an upright position - much 
like can be found in the U.C. 
Theatre. 

However, the haunting story 
tells that if a student enters the audi- 
torium alone, one seat is always 
down. If one were to push the seat 
up right, later that same seat or 
another one in the auditorium can be 
found down, as if someone were sit- 
ting in it. 

At the University of Louisiana 
in Lafayette, a girl, who was killed 
when an elevator that wasn't 
supposed to be working fell and de- 
capitated her, allegedly haunts one 
of the girls' dorms. 

Since the accident, the elevator 
has been sealed and closed off. 


However, some who pass by 
can feel an immense energy or pres- 
ence emitted from the shaft. 

The ghost is said to be "friend- 
ly," helping the girls when they lose 
things and placing them where they 
can easily find them. 

Before being converted to a 
state college, the Northwestern Uni- 
versity campus in Natchitoches was 
the site of a plantation. 

Its ghostly experience is one 
paraded around on campus not only 
for the students but visitors as well. 

"I was told about a ghostly 
woman that haunted the campus 
when I went to a high school cheer- 
leading camp held at Northwestern,” 
said Mary Katherine Wingo, now a 
sophomore biology major at LSUS. 
"| don't remember much of why she 
haunted or if there was even a 
reason, but | do remember that the 
students had named her Isabella." 
The ghostly reports given are 


about a ghost woman who walks 
around by the old woman's gym and 
the columns that still stand where the 
plantation used to be. 

However, Louisiana is not 
alone in its rash of haunted colleges. 
Ohio also has a website, 
www.forgottenoh.com that features a 
fairly thorough listing of its entire 
higher education facilfty spook sto- 
ries. 

As if people didn't learn their 
lesson from the movie "Poltergeist," 
Columbus State University was actu- 
ally built on top of a Catholic ceme- 
tery of the mid 19th century. 

Worse is that the university is 
still adding buildings to its campus. 
So every time a new building is 
started, more human bones are found 
and sent to a church for consecration 
and burial. Obviously, this upsets 
some of the spirits of the disturbed 
graveyard and they take action by re- 
portedly harass- 


ing the night workers and local po- 
lice causing some custodians to quit 
and some police officers to refuse to 
patrol certain floors alone. 

Kent State actually has no 
haunting accounts pertaining to the 
1970 murders of four student war 
protestors for which the college is 
famous. However, a girl who was 
raped and murdered in the '40s or 
‘50s by a jealous admirer haunts the 
college's Englemann Hall. The ghost 
is said to walk the halls and can 
sometimes be seen over a shoulder 
in a mirror. 

So if one ever gets bored with 
the repeated boringness of a night at 
the University Court Apartments or 
having to spend a good two hours 
alone ina computer lab, perhaps 
thanks should be given for the spirit 
that is not looking over your shoul- 
der. 
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by 
James Martel 


By this time everyone has seen 
our two campus fowl, George and 
Genny. All in all they are pretty 
harmless, spending their days peck- 
ing here and there in search of food. 
I've been attending this university 
for about three years now and I've 
never seen them doing anything that 
would warrant a second glance. 

That is until recently. 

Walking in front of the U.C. the 
- week before last, I noticed George 
and Genny pecking as usual, or so it 
seemed. Upon closer inspection | 
realized that they weren't pecking 
the ground, they were in fact peck- 
ing at the U.C. wall near the newspa- 
per boxes. 

By the looks of it they had been 
at it for a while, as there was a sig- 
nificant crack developing. This 
struck me as odd, since to my 
knowledge chickens don't eat brick 
and mortar. Though | was already 
late for an appointment, | continued 
on and put the wall-pecking birds 
into the back of my mind. 

The image remained in the back 
of my mind until a day or two later 
when I again saw the pair of birds 
working feverishly at the wall, with 
more intensity than before. 

The crack had now been 
widened into a sizeable crevice. 
This was too weird to pass up again. 
So I went about trying to ‘shoo’ away 
the birds, only the damn things 
wouldn't move! If you have ever 
tried to remove birds from an area, 
you know that this is generally not a 
difficult task. 


At the first sign of an approach- 
ing human, birds usually scatter. 
Not these birds. Not this time. 

It wasn't until | nudged one of 
them with my foot that they stopped 
pecking and moved away from the 
hole, and this was done with much 
squawking and flapping of wings. 
These things were not happy about 
being moved. 

I knelt before hole and peered 
into the darkness. Nothing. | 
thought that surely there must be 
something in there causing George 
and Genny to work at the spot so 
with such dedication and intensity. | 
figured that there wasn't likely to be 
anything lethal in the crack, so I 
reached my hand into the hole. 

It felt cold and smelled of stale, 
musty air like that of a crypt that 
hasn't had a new guest in a while. | 
couldn't feel anything in the hole and 
then something grabbed me. 

Though the contact caused me 
to jump and let out an expletive, it 
didn’t take me long to realize that it 
had come from behind me, and not 
from the hole. 

I turned to see who had disrupt- 
ed me in my Indiana Jones-style 
quest. It was one of the custodians. 
We'll call him Tom for the sake of 
anonymity. When I asked what he 
wanted, he told me that I didn't want 
to find what I was looking for. Well, 
I didn't even know what I was look- 
ing for. So how could he know that I 
did not want to find it, whatever it 
was? 

Tom and I had worked together 
for over three years, so | felt 
comfortable asking him to explain 
what the hell he was talking about. 


Treats by Mr & Mrs Chris Alexander 


Everybody dressed up in Halloween gowns, 
They had their faces painted up like clowns, 


Genny paces in front of the University Center, on guard 
against fiendish plots from the netherworld. 


Tom asked if I had noticed the 
chickens obsessing with hole. I had. 
He wanted to know if I had 
ever heard about animals being more 
receptive to the “other side" — a.k.a. 
the spirit world. I had heard of this 

in reference to dogs and cats, but 
never chickens. 

Tom went on to tell me that all 
animals have this awareness of 
things supernatural, and that these 
birds were responding to a call from 
beyond. 

He said he knew it sounded sil- 
ly, but I would have to promise not 
to tell anyone that he was the one 


who told me the story he was about 
to tell. 

Tom believed that that George 
and Genny were trying to set free the 
soul of Danny Macaffey. Danny was 
the ten year-old stepson of the 
farmer that used to own the land that 
LSUS now sits on. Apparently, Dan- 
ny's stepfather wasn't fond of the 
child and often had him performing 
farm chores that were far too 
difficult for a boy of his age. One 
morming, Danny's stepfather told 
him to plow the east field and not to 
return home until it was done. Dan- 
ny knew his stepfather meant what 


Birds help uncover angry spirit’s plot 


he said, that he would not be allowed 
back in the house until the plowing 
was done, no excuses. So Danny 
worked all morning in the field, then 
it began to rain razor-thin sheets. 

It wasn't long before Danny 
was getting stuck knee-deep in the 
mud, tripping and stumbling as he 
went. One look toward the house, 
with his stepfather shaking his head 
no, told Danny that he wasn't going 
to be allowed to stop. The day 
turned into night and the rain contin- 
ued. 

The next morning the stepfather 
awoke to find the plow-horse, plow 
still attached, grazing by the front 
porch. Thinking Danny had 
overslept, he went into the boy's 
room to show with his fist what hap- 
pens to lazy boys. Danny wasn't 
there. 

He went into the fields to get a 
better view of the landscape and see 
if Danny were off playing, when he 
tripped over something. Looking 
down, he saw what appeared to be a 
stick. Reaching to pull it out of the 
ground he found that it wouldn't give 
freely. With a little work he pulled 
more of the stick out of the earth and 
gasped. The mud-covered object 
wasn't part of a tree — it was part of a 
little boy. 

Working into the night in the 
rain soaked earth to complete his 
stepfather's hateful request; ten year- 
old Danny Macaffey had been 
buried alive. 

Tom told me that he thought 
Danny's spirit was calling out to be 
rescued from his muddy grave. . . 
aboye which now sits the University 
Center. 


Editor’s note: 


For Halloween we decided to create a 
special section. 
We’ ve included a poem, students talk- 


And they let their defenses down. 


There were parties we could hear from up the street, 
We saw a goblin and a ghoul, 

Evil always finds a dark place to hide. 

A joke or a real tasty treat, maybe. 


We could see the goblin and the ghoul hiding in a tree, 
Walkie-talkies and knives sewn in their sleeves. 

Evil always finds a sweet place to hide; 

In a Coke or a candied apple treat...tasty! 


art by Mike 
Scott 


We were walking closer to the time of defeat, 

A place goblin and the ghoul knew we would meet, 
Evil always finds a solid place to hide. 

In an oak or a dimly lighted street. 


We held tightly to our bag of treats, 


We heard shouting then metal scraping on the concrete. 


Evil found the perfect time to strike, 
With unprovoked and viscous beatings. 


Goblin and ghoul pummeled us into the ground, 
They tied us up and gagged us without 

alerting a crowd, 

Evil will find a silly place to hide, 

In a joke or a swiped bag of treats. 


It was a nasty scary night in town, 
Everybody dressed up in Halloween gowns, 
They had their faces painted up like clowns, 
And they let their defenses down. 


ing about costume ideas and accounts of 
hauntings at area campuses. 

We’ ve also included fiction by James 
Martel and Allison Burns. 

Though we don’t have any document- 
ed hauntings on campus, we have spent 
enough late nights in Bronson Hall 
writing papers to know that there’s some- 
thing spooky about LSUS. 

Late at night when elevators move by 
themselves, footsteps seem to come from 
nowhere and there is no one else in the 
building, chills ran down our spines. 

To keep each other company this drea- 
ry Halloween, the editors of the paper 
have decided to have a Halloween party. 

We won’t tell you what the other edi- 
tors are going to be dressed as, but Matt 
will be dressed as Osama Bin Ladin in 
drag before he puts on his real costume 
and goes out into the world, 

Have a safe happy Halloween. Don’t 
eat open candy. -mm 


Bizarre stories surface in medie 


by 


CandiceLeone 


Truth is stranger than fiction. Honestly it is, Just 
seek and find the stories that appear daily in the media. 
Stories often appear that feature people who are 
transported to a morgue but later found pounding on the 
crypt walls because they were misdiagnosed as not 
breathing. Then there are those stories that make it into 
the segments on late night talk shows that then slowly 
turn into urban legends. Bizarrenews.com is a website 
dedicated to such strange headlined stories that are based 
in fact from all around the world. 


14 yess old wakes from the dead 

ne story featured on the site tells about a 14-year- 
old boy who wakes from the dead in the morgue. 
Doctors at a hospital in Santiago, Chile, declared Luis 
Alfredo dead after he accidentally strangled himself 
while playing. A hospital spokesman said that the boy 
was clinically dead saying that he didn't respond to any 
of their resuscitation techniques, Later that night in the 
morgue, workers heard strange noises coming from 
where the boy's body was. SEpuenY, he was still 
breathing. His family believed it was a miracle from the 
Virgin of Lourdes and that she saved him because he was 
an altar boy and wanted to become a priest. 


The future told from the behind 
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And as if fortunetellers and their crystal balls 
weren't enough entertainment for some, there is Ulf 
Buck who believes that he can determine a person's fu- 
ture by reading the lines on their buttocks. A 39-year-old 
blind soothsayer, Buck says that the lines on a butt are 
more reliable than a palm. The site quoted him as saying 
a”,..bottom is much more intense - it has a much 
stronger sense of expression than the hand in my experi- 
ence." Buck does dismiss claims that the butt touching is 
for his own pleasure. "My wife is quite beautiful enough 
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pulled over because his nine-year-old son 
was jumping around in the backseat. When 
the officer approached the car, he found that 
while the man did not have his precious baby } 
on board buckled in he did have his other 
precious cargo firmly secured, his beer. The 
case of beer was strapped to the passenger 
seat in the front while the child remained unprotected. 


The greatest ride on earth 


Have E 


for me," said Buck. 
And you thought you talked out your ass 

Ever been told by a verbal adversary, that you were 
just pulling it out of your ass? Well this guy really was. 
A prisoner in Bro, Czech, could end up serving a longer 
sentence than originally expected after guards heard 
voices coming from his behind. Prison wardens say they 
discovered a tiny walky-talky hidden up the 48-year-old 
prisoner's rectum. Allegedly the walky-talky was used to 
communicate with his wife to arrange bribes for investi- 
gators and lawyers involved in the case against him. The 
wife would park her car a few hundred meters from the 
prison every day. 


Beer first leads to child endangerment 

If you've ever thought that you might be.a bad par- 
ent, just look at this next guy and you'll consider 
yourself a runner for Parent of the Year. A father was 


by 
Allison Burns 


Halloween - the one night of the year 
when it is not considered "weird" to dress up 
as a blood-sucking vampire or a green gob- 
lin. Both young and old indulge in a chance 
to change their identity - or just their look. 

But it wasn't always fun that had 
everyone in costume, You could say it was 
out of necessity. 

The story goes that spirits from people 
that had died the previous year would come 
back on All Hallows Eve looking for new 
bodies to possess. The living would dress in 
scary fashion and make a lot of noise to 
scare the dead. : 

Today popular Halloween costumes 
lean heavily toward the entertainment indus- 


This years top ten picks by Everything 
Halloween Online includes Spiderman, Star- 
wars characters, pro wrestlers, and dare I say 
it - teen pop idols such as Britney Spears and 
Christina Aguilera.” : 

These pop idols will even be offered in 
adult sizes. So will "adults" really opt to 
look like Britney Spears for one night of the 
year? 

I looked to LSUS students to comfirm 
what they would like to see on the opposite 
sex this Halloween. Michael Ostendarff, se- 
nior marketing major, would like to see the 
females clad in superwomen costumes this 
year. 

"All that spandex is just sexy,” said Os- 
tendorff. 

Matt Foshee, senior finance majer, 


by Jeremy Johnson . 
agrees with the spandex theory. 


Ever get the feeling that theme parks just 


park. The park 
encourages cou- 
ples to come from 
all over to make love 
in a special 
environment. Suited 
with romantic dinners, 
soothing music and phones 
for erotic calls, the park is 
seen as the reason for doubling 
the town's birth rate. 


Spandex: 
costume of the 
21st century 


aren't targeted towards you anymore? 

Rather, it's just all for the 

m, kiddies. Well not this one. 

Horea, Romania, is 

home to the Valley 
of Happiness, a 

Be. 

x, of sex theme 
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“That tight spandex hug- 
ging the skin. ..if we could get 
a lot of catwomen out here, 
things would be good," said 
Foshee. 

Females of the campus 
described the men in a more 
rugged, cute, and "in drag" 
way. 

Jacobi Smith, 
freshman psychology ma- 
jor, would like to see the 
guys in Sponge Bob , 
outfits. * 

"He's so cute, and 
| like the way he 
laughs,” said Smith. 

Abby Patton, freshman 
history major, says she'd like to 
see the guys in drag. 

"Leather thigh high boots, the 
corset, the works,” said Patton. 

So is this as sexy as guys can get 
this Halloween season, dressing up as 
women? 

Adult costumes at 
www.scarepros.com list an array of 
fashion for women and men in fun, 
scary, and sexy costumes. 

You can find your traditional 
French maid ora killer clown. But it 
seems the consensus on this campus 
is scary costumes are out and sexy 
costumes are in, 

Spirits BEWARE! 
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The agony of college life at LSUS described 


by 

Allison Burns sound her grandmother's house shoes make. She stopped. The foot steps stopped. 

a yy, Good Lord, she thought, /'m going to drive myself crazy if I keep thinking like 
— this. "It's the end of the world as we know it," she sang to keep herself upbeat. But over 


her cracked version of REM the footsteps got louder. 

She could feel her heartbeat speed up, the blood quickly rushing 
through her veins. Stay calm, stay calm, stay calm. The footsteps stopped. A 
dizzy feeling of relief fell over her. 

Ten minutes until the library closed. 

She made her way around Bronson Hall and watched the shadows 
dance along the sidewalk. The wind had the tree limbs in full motion. 
"What is up with the wind on this campus?" she said to herself. She 

started to walk on the grounds. 
The ground was soft, mushy even. Her feet sank a few centimeters 
with each step. Reluctantly she moved forward. Up ahead she could bare- 
ly make out an object sticking up from the ground. One to be easily 
influenced by curiosity, she headed for the obstruction. A glove perhaps? 
It was hard to tell. 
Why is the ground so mushy? 
She leaned forward and gasped at what she saw — a human hand. Before 
she had a chance to react, she felt the strong grip of fingers around her ankle. The 
action had caught her off balance and down she went into the muddy ground. 

Her body sank quickly. Three, four feet? No, maybe inches? She could feel 
hands and arms all around her, pulling her down, tightening their grip with her 
every squirm. It was no use. She could hear their screams from be- 

low, and there was an unbearable stench coming up from the 
ground. She was too frightened to scream. 
Her body was being pulled down to remain a 
part of the campus forever, and then everything 
went black. 

Five minutes until the library closed. 


She knew she had lost her student ID somewhere on campus, It had been a 
slightly more eventful afternoon with Chris inviting her to sit outside. She really 
hadn't wanted to go, but he pulled out his guitar and promised to sing 
her the fluffy~puffy-cloud song she was fond of. Chris had that 
gift — he could sing from out of nowhere and more than likely it 
would put a smile on your face. 

The day was cloudy, no sun in sight and no chance of rain. 
The wind was hard as usual; the campus always seemed prone to 
sudden gusts of wind, A typical Halloween Day. She had grabbed her 
ID and a couple of bucks. That bottled water always seemed to be call- 
ing her name. Chris sang as promised, but not for long. Before you 
knew it he had attracted a crowd, and peaceful singing tumed into col- 
lege discussions of flyers in the halls and where is Osama Bin Laden. 
Having heard this discussion a thousand times, she decided a nap would be 
more interesting and headed home. 

She awoke late — technically early in the evening but almost too late for her 
to get the books she needed from the library. She was out the door just as soon as 
she had brushed her teeth — blah stale breath. She found the books she needed 
with 15 minutes to spare. "May I have your ID," the clerk asked. Searching her 
pockets, she came up with nothing — unless you consider that pocket fuzz valuable. 
Knowing the clerk would never give in, the search was on. 

Damn that Chris and his fluffy-puffy-cloud song, she thought. She 
was terrified to walk in the dark alone, And then it hit her — 
this is Halloween. Her mind was fixed on telling ; r J * 
herself it was no big deal, Just.a coincidence, one met Sh a ee Op iged —  SLOMT P7 
quick sweep of the middle of campus and she will = Ww = 
call ita night. No sooner had she decided on this than she started 
to hear foot steps behind her. Soft foot steps, reminding her of the 
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Political types may enjoy 
the Washington Semester 


by 


Jessica Beech 


Students interested in politics, 
law or history can earn six credit 
hours while exploring the nation's 
capital as part of the LSUS Washing- 
ton Semester. 

These courses are usually semi- 
nars based on Washington politics, 
American Studies and European pol- 
itics or field research in government 
and law 

The Washington Semester is 
sponsored by the International Lin- 
coln Center for American Studies. 
LSUS was the first public college or 
university in the South to sponsor an 
independent Washington Semester. 

Brad Craft, a junior political 
science major, attended last summer. 
He called the semester a great expe- 
rience, and he would recommend it 
to anyone interested in history or in 
life in Washington, D.C. 

"It was nice to be out of the 
classroom and actually get to see the 
things you are learning about," Craft 
said. "You get to know Dr. Pederson 
and the other students better in this 


setting." 

The semester gives students an 
opportunity to see daily life in Wash- 
ington and to get acquainted with the 
nation's history. Many students 
come back from the trip and go into 
campus or local politics. Many oth- 
ers are able to get internships or oth- 
er employment advantages. 

Tuition for the semester is 
about $550, and housing can be any- 
where from $550 to nearly $900 de- 
pending on how many students stay 
together. Extra costs also include bus 
trips, cultural events and meals. The 
trip altogether can run between 
$1,500 and $2,000, depending on 
what students decide to participate 
in. 

Students who have gone on the 
trip say that the money is well spent. 

Ashley Sanders, a sophomore 
history major, always wanted to 
study abroad. 

"I knew that studying abroad 
might be a predicament because of 
cost issues," Sanders said. "When I 
found out about the Washington Se- 
mester, | was determined to go. | 
didn't have the money at the time, 
but I knew I could work something 


India Studies to celebrate 
Festival of Lights Nov. 9 


by 
Lakesha Mosley 


The India Studies program will 
host a Festival of Lights Indian Cel- 
ebration on Noy. 9 at Captain Shreve 
High School. 

An elaborate display of lights, 
fireworks and paper maché images 
will be displayed in honor of Indian 
gods and goddesses. 

Children of all ages from local 
schools are expected to attend. 

A traditional form of worship, 
the celebration is recognized in all 
parts of Northern India and in some 
parts of South India as a way to 
bring in the New Year. 

Festivals are celebrated accord- 
ing to the Hindu Iunisolar calendar 
which makes the celebration fall at a 
different time every year between 
September and November. These 
months are known as Navaratri, 
Kartika and Ashvina in Hindu 
culture. 

The months mark the beginning 
of harvest and the season of agricul- 
tural celebration. : 

The Hindu culture celebrates 
many festivities at this time of the 
year. However, the Festival of Lights 
will honor the two most widely ob- 
served festivals: Dashera and 
Diwali, Both are celebrated for five 
days. 

Dashera is the occasion for 
Hindus to unite in religious prayer 
and exchange presents and messages 
of goodwill to one another in honor 
of the Goddess Durga. 


According to Hindu history, on 
Dashera, the tenth day of Navaratri, 
Durga aided a mortal, Rama, in the 
defeat of the demon king of Shri 
Lanka. 

In honor of Goddess Durga, on 
the days leading up to Dashera — 
the seventh, eighth and ninth days of 
Navaratri — clay or pigeon maché 
images of Durga are decorated with 
silk sarees and jewels. 

Durga is believed to return to 
Earth every year for 10 days to meet 
her people of the Earth. 

The Diwali celebration takes 
place 18 days after Dashera. 

It takes place on the darkest 
night of autumn, the new moon day, 
Amabashya, at the beginning of 
Kartika. 

Diwali is derived from the San- 
skrit word Deepavali. "Deepa" 
means light, and “Avali" means row, 
thus the meaning of Diwali — a row 
of lights. 

All around India, on the day of 
Diwali, rows of lamps decorate 
houses, new purchases are made, 
presents are exchanged and 
fireworks displays are held at night 
to celebrate the return of Rama, who 
slayed the demon king. 

The lights are believed to drive 
away evil spirits and poverty from 
the world and bring forth prosperous 
times. 

The festivals symbolize an age- 
old Hindu belief that seeks to rid the 
world of ignorance that subdues hu- 
manity and strives to drive away the 
darkness that engulfs the light of 
knowledge. 
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Dr. William Pederson teaches the secrets of political life to his stu- 
dents during last year’s Washington Semester. The Washington 
Semester allows students to eam up to six credit hours in our 


nation’s scenic capital. 


out by May. You really can't beat 
getting six hours of class done in 
only three weeks! I also felt 
comfortable knowing that it was 
with LSUS, so I knew I wouldn't be 
stuck with a bunch of people I did 
not know." 

Many students will be making 
repeat trips. Sanders and Craft both 
urge students who are interested in 
law, government, politics or Ameri- 
can history to at least look into the 


trip. 


A $250 deposit will be due as 
soon as possible, with the balance 
due on March 15. This year’s Wash- 
ington Semester is scheduled for 
May 14 to May 31, 2003. A manda- 
tory meeting will be held in May to 
discuss the details of the trip. 

To get more information or to 
register for the trip, contact Dr. 
William Pederson in BH 148, call 
him at 797.5138 or email him at 
Lincoln@pilot.lsus.edu. 


American Marketing Association 
ponsors Mad Marketers Bash 
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Faculty Senate 
discusses the 
process for 
repeating and 
deleting courses 


by 


Franchesca Brown 


The Faculty Senate has placed 
the issue of limiting the 
repeat/delete option on its agenda 
since September. 

It is in the process of trying to 
limit the amount of times a student 
can repeat/delete a course. 

Currently there are no restric- 
tions on the number of times an un- 
dergraduate student may repeat a 
course for which credit has been 
previously earned at LSUS. 

According to the 2002-2003 
LSUS catalog, all grades carned will 
be used for the computation of a stu- 
dent's grade point average — cumu- 
lative, LSUS and semester. 

The one exception refers to 
previous courses that have been at- 
tempted. 

The previously attempted 
course will be omitted from the 
overall and LSUS averages if both 
courses were taken at LSUS. 

Dr, Carl Smolinski, an account- 
ing professor, spoke at the last Fac- 
ulty Senate meeting in favor of 
limiting the repeat/delete option. 

He said that a student should 
not be allowed to use the 
repeat/delete option any more than 
four times within a four-year 
program, a limit of two times ina 
course toward their major and a to- 
tal of once for any one course. 

"There needs to be a limit," 
Smolinski said. "| know of account- 
ing majors that have taken a course 
five times or more." 

Senior public relations major 
Jennifer Valeton agrees that there 
should be some sort of limit. 

"| think you should be able to 
take a class as many times as you 
want,” Valcton said, "but when it 
comes to repeat/delete there should 
be a limit on the amount of times 
you can delete (a course)." 

However, junior computer sci- 
ence major, Samantha Thrasher, dis- 
agrees. 

“As long as I'm paying for it, I 
should be able to take a course as 
many times as I want or need," 
Thrasher said. 

The recommendation has been 
sent to the Admissions Committee 
for a final decision. 
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Campus Crime Blotter 


2:30 a.m. Campus police on patrol wera a 16a. explesioi® “coming from the direction of the University 


Court Apartments. 


At the scene the officers SaW-some. smoke near- ‘the pool and a few people gathered there. 


Witnesses said that a male resident of the a@partment® had just been driven to Willis-Knighton Hospital but they 


did not know what had happened, The of f¥ 
returning to the apartments, 
said that he, another man, 


and the resi’ 


the officéré 


nt to the hospital | ‘and found the resident incoherent. 
| another male resident who had been involved in the incident. He 
ho had been injured: were: sdrinking beer and decided to attempt to ig- 


After 


nite a firework. The resident apparently injiixed himself after lighting the firework when it exploded in his 
hand, After scrambling around the apartmerité for a few moments, the injured resident was taken to the hospital 
where he reportedly suffered severe damage/to a “finger and spines The two other residents involved were banned 


from the apartments. 


Theft among few crimes reported on campus 


by 
LaKesha Mosley 


On Sept. 24 at about 5:00pm. 
Dr. Donna Austin, director of the 
teaching, learning and technology 
center, was busy working in her of- 
fice when she reached down and 
opened a small. box beside her desk 
and pulled out her purse. 

She stuck her hand in to 
retrieve her wallet but couldn't find 
it. Fearing the worst, she emptied all 
of her purse’s contents out onto her 
desk, hoping that she had simply 
overlooked it. 

Still unable to find it, she back- 
tracked in her mind trying to remem- 
ber where it could be. When she 
remembered that she had stepped 


slipped in during that time and taken 
it. Austin had been the victim of 
theft. 

According to campus police 
Chief Ron Parker, despite 
theincident that happened to Austin, 
the campus is a pretty safe place. 

“This is the quietest semester in 
the past six years,” said Parker. 

In fact, LSUS’s campus is the 
safest campus in the entire LSU sys- 
tem, according to Parker. The total 
crime rate is only about | percent. 
When crimes do occur, most are pet- 
ty and reportedly come from the 
University Court Apartments, not the 
actual campus. 

There are very few felonies 
ever reported in either location. In 
the case of any crime, campus police 


outside of her office fora moment to have methods and guidelines in 

make copies right across the hall, place to follow. _ 

she realized that someone must have Campus police work closely 
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with the Shreveport Police Depart- 
ment in solving all crimes. Parker 
has connections that have lead him 
to recover stolen merchandise that 
was thought to be long gone. 

In the case of Austin’s stolen 
wallet, reports were filed with both 
departments according to procedure, 
but with few leads to go on, her wal- 
let was not recovered. 

The management of the UCA is 
working with officers to install pro- 
cedures and proactive measures to 
protect the residents of the 
apartments and educate them on how 
to protect themselves and their 
belongings. 

One important task is to teach 
tenants how to choose their friends. 
This may seem to be common sense 
to some, but many residents have 
been robbed by people they let into 
their apartment or by someone they 
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thought was their friend. Students on 
campus or off campus are 
encouraged not to leave their person- 
al items out in the open for a theft to 
take place. 

Sophomore Audrey Moore feels 
safe in her apartment because “the 
Resident Assistants are on call 24- 
hours-a-day, because we have cam- 
pus security, which has a direct line 
if I need help, and because I have 
three roommates so | am not alone in 
my apartment.” 

Austin has since canceled all of 
her credit cards but lost priceless 
things that can never be replaced. 
She is saddened that there is a thief 
among us. 

“Decent people have to act in a 
proactive mode in a university 
setting, what a shame,” she said. 


OSA uses web 
to promote 
organizations 


by 
Franchesca Brown 


The Office of Student Activi- 
ties has expanded to the Internet to 
help students find the clubs or orga- 
nization that appeal to them. 

Students who are unable to 
stop by the activities office or are 
just not on campus regularly can 
now log on to www.!|sus.edu/osa to 
get a detailed list of all the organiza- 
tions on campus. 

The site offers a description of 
organizations and information on 
how to contact an organization if a 
student is interested in joining. 

Jeremy Shreene, a student ac- 
tivities office worker, deals with the 
intramural groups and said that the 
site has good benefits. 

"| contact and communicate 
with all the intramural groups 
through the on-line site," Shreene 
said. 

Sophomore Kimberly McKen- 
zie compared the LSUS student ac- 
tivities site to the information site 
on activities at North Georgia Col- 
lege State University, where she for- 
merly attended. 

"lI love the LSUS organization 
site because I am able to find every- 
thing I need," McKenzie said. 

Freshman'Audrey Moore also 
likes the site but would like to see 
more internal links added for all or- 
ganizations on campus. 
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Who is Zack the 
Rookie? Ben, David, 
Kevin and Jason say 

it's just a name. But 

when you get these four guys togeth- 
er, it's the name of their band. 

They don't really know where 
the name came from, but with Ben 
on drums, David and Jason on guitar 
and Kevin on bass, and all of them 
singing, it is quite a popular local 
post-punk band. It is "power funk 
with an edge." 

Don't ask for their last names 
because they don't use them often. 

The band has played with local 
bands like Built For Speed, Junior, 
The American Tragedy and 
Crackfight, and all of which have 
great things to say about them. Zack 
the Rookie has been revered as the 
"band's band." 

"For a long time, it seemed like 
the bands were the only people who 
liked us," said Ben. “Only the bands 
would say we were good, and the 
crowds were just kind of stagnant." 

"But now," said Kevin, "now 
it's totally different." 

On a personal level, the band 
members are some of the most enter- 
taining and fun guys around. They 
all live in Minden, and they are 
proud of it. They love to cut up, joke 
around and have a good time. And 
according to them, their live shows 


something to 
see. 

"It's pretty 
chaotic. We have 
a horrible tendency 


to break stuff," said Ben. "Our shows 
are really energetic." 

"Exciting," said Kevin. "There's 
always the feeling that something 


could go wrong." 

Now the crowd expects some- 
thing crazy to happen at each of 
Zack the Rookie's shows, and that's 
what brings them back. 

The Rookies influences include 
bands that most locals have probably 
never heard of like Refused, At the 


Drive In, Hot Water Music and The 
Paper Chase. 
Their first CD, "Putting the P.U. 
in Punk," is no longer available, but 
included a cover of "My Heart Will 
Go On" from the Titanic soundtrack. 

"The first CD was kind of 
rushed, and inc'uded songs that we 
don't even play anymore,” said 
Kevin. 

The second CD entitled "How 
to Scream Without Making a 
Sound," has a Megadeth style to it 
with its screaming vocals and heavy 
guitar riffs. This six-song CD was 
released in March 2002, 

The lyrics on the CD are fasci- 
nating. One example is from the 
song "Bury the Gods," which says 
",,.80 Start a fire or plant a pipe 
bomb on the g-spot of your greed.” 
Another interesting line from “Every 
Rose is An Addict" goes "...and the 
grim reaper’s smiling...these thorns 
are hypodermic." 

Then they have “Kris" and 
"Tears Rust," which are ballads, with 
acoustic guitar and melodic 
harmonies. 

Zack the Rookie will be playing 


Photo by Sonny Carter 


Zack the Rookie will be performing Halloween night at 516 Sound- 
stage downtown. Future dates can be found at zacktherookie.com. 


" 


at the Blue Monkey in Monroe on 
Oct. 25, 516 Soundstage in Shreve- 
port on Oct. 26 and 31, and Nov. 9 in 
Natchitoches before taking a break 
to write new material. 

"We'll be taking off in Novem- 
ber to write some new songs, then 
coming back in December to play 


them live and see how they go over, 
said Kevin. 

The band will play live on Dec. 
7 at 516 Soundstage, in what they 
like to call their "Back With a 
Vengeance Show." 

Once they find out how the 
crowd reacts to the new songs, the 
band will be recording its first full- 
length CD in January and looking to 
bring more Indie rock/punk bands 
here to Shreveport. 

To find out more about Zack 
the Rookie, check out their website 
zacktherookie.com, or email the 
band at 
zacktherookie@hotmail.com. 


Photos by Dominic Claiborne 


Students gathered in the University Center during Fall Fest on Oct. 25 when rain forced the events to be moved inside. 
Fall Fest featured free food, games, wax hands and temporary tatoos. Student Organizations had tables set up for various 


fundraising activities 


Beer was served as students gathered to hear the music of Juba Moon and the Revealers. 
Many students took their agression out on each other by jumping into the ring to box each other with gigantic gloves like 
those shown above. It was especially fun when Dominic beat Matt down repeatedly. 
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WHAT A CHILD LEARNS ABOUT Vit 
A CHILD LEARNS FOR LIFE. 


Thurs. Oct. 31 Fri. Nov. 1 Sat. Nov. 2 Sun. Nov. 3 


. 12 p.m. ! n. 4 p.m. 
SGA Mouting SOC meeting 3 Tau Kappa Epsilon 
Webster Room Webster Room 
5 p.m. 
Phi Mu 
Caddo/Bossier 


. ) pit ee 6 p.m. 
If your organization would lik 2 te ed in ; oR Mas Toutsiana A & B 
events email us at almages 7 Hs Laid met ’ : 


p.m. 
Beta Gamma lota 
Red River Room 


Sign up 5 Sophomore Fot 
Women's ing 


Caddo/Bossier 


6 p.m. 
Zeta Tau Alpha 
Louisiana A & B 


7 p.m. 
Beta Gamma lota 
Red River Room 


